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Our Ladv's Meadow Primary School

Our Lady’s Meadow PS

Literacy/English Plan

Introduction:

This plan was prepared by the staff of Our Lady’s Meadow PS in January
2023. This policy is intended to guide teachers in their individual planning for
English and to ensure a consistent approach in the teaching of the English
Curriculum.

Rationale:

e To benefit teaching and learning in our school

¢ To conform to principles of learning as outlined in the Primary
Language Curriculum

¢ To create and implement a core curriculum in the areas of reading,
writing, oral language, poetry, spelling, phonics and handwriting
(penmanship)

Aims:

We aim through this plan, drawn up in accordance with the Primary
Language Curriculum, to set out our approach to language learning. This plan
will form the basis for teachers’ long and short-term planning.

The Primary Language Curriculum aims to support teachers to:

e Enable children to build on prior knowledge and experience of
language and language learning to enhance their language learning
using a communicative approach

¢ Encourage children of different languages and cultures to be proud of
and to share their heritage

e Encourage children to use their unique voice in both oral language and
writing

* Recognise the wide variation in experience, ability and language style
which children bring to language learning in school as a first step in
enabling them to engage in relevant and meaningful communicative
relationships



Embrace children’s uniqueness by nurturing their home language, their
understanding of language and diversity and their ability to use
different languages, gestures and tools to communicate with people in
a variety of contexts and situations.

Encourage and enable children to communicate effectively in both the
first and second language of the school and to communicate in their
heritage language for a variety of purposes

Enable children to fully engage with and enjoy a wide range of relevant
and meaningful linguistic and communicative experiences with peers
and adults

Promote a positive disposition towards communication and language
by fostering within children a lifelong interest in and love of language
learning for personal enjoyment and enrichment

Broaden children’s understanding of the world through a rich variety of
language experiences and through fostering an awareness and
appreciation of other languages and cultures in an enriching
environment

Encourage children to engage personally with and think critically about
a broad range of spoken, gesticulated, written and multimodal texts
Support children to develop their literacy skills and enable them to
progress at their own learning pace in oral language, reading and
writing

Nurture within children an awareness of language, allowing them to
appreciate and understand the content and structure of languages and
acquire a basic understanding of the history of languages and other
cultures.

Enable children to understand and effectively use the transfer of skills
across different languages

Recognise the importance of play and immersion when learning new
languages

Encourage the use of different languages across the curriculum where
appropriate (CLIL) e.g. during Art, PE etc.

Understand how literacy permeates all areas of the curriculumi.e.
Disciplinary Literacy



The Primary Language Curriculum sets out an image of children as
communicators, readers, writers and thinkers and a vision and understanding
of primary classrooms as places where children are enabled to progress at
their own pace in environments and relationships which are supportive,
engaging and inclusive.

Broad Objectives, Content and Methodologies

The broad objectives, content and methodologies for the teaching and
learning of oral language, reading and writing are detailed in this document.
Each of these areas is presented under the four strand headings of the
Revised English Curriculum, and reflects best current practice and pedagogy.

Oral Language

Broad Objectives

The aim of this plan is to provide a structured sequential programme for
teachers to enable children to:

¢ Gain pleasure and fulfilment from language activity eg Aistear

« Develop the capacity to express intuitions, feelings, impressions, ideas
and reactions in response to real and imaginary situations through talk
and discussion, and the development of ideas

e Develop fluency, explicitness and confidence in communication

¢ Develop listening skills, language conventions, vocabulary, aesthetic
response and language manipulation

¢ Use and listen to languages beyond their first language and appreciate
all languages of the school community

Reading

Broad Objectives

The aim of this plan is to provide a structured and sequential programme for
teachers to enable children to:

¢ Develop reading fluency through print awareness, phonemic
awareness, word identification strategies and sight vocabulary



» Develop their comprehension and analytical strategies

» Expand their understanding and usage of grammar, syntax and
punctuation

¢ Develop their appreciation of the richness and diversity of reading
material both online, offline and multimodally

¢ Experience the pleasure and fulfilment to be gained from reading

» Develop the ability to determine bias when reading a variety of text

* Use reading as a tool to provide children with windows into other
cultures, developing their understanding of minority groupse

e Use diverse reading material in order to ensure all children are
represented within literature and are mirrored within such literature

DEAR Time

Children are given opportunities to select reading material and read for
pleasure for a sustained period during the day.

All children and teachers will participate in DEAR time on a whole school
basis for at least 10 minutes per day

Shared Reading

Shared reading with parents/guardians is coordinated by the staff who will
inform parents/guardians on how to participate in the programme. (cf
Appendix: Shared Reading Tips for Parents)

Series currently in use include Oxford Reading Tree, Fairytale readers and
other books from the class libraries.

Paired Reading

In our school we find that pupils find paired reading a very fun and enjoyable
experience. Pupils from Junior Infants join with Sixth Class pupils; Pupils from
Senior infants join with Fifth Class pupils and pupils from First Class join with
Fourth Class pupils for the programme which is run in the second term. We
find this peer tutoring very effective to encourage and promote reading. Here
pupils can read at their own pace and comfort.

Each pupil is assigned a ‘Reading Buddy’. Pupils select library books outside
of their class reader. It really helps those pupils who find reading difficult and



do not like reading ‘aloud’ in class. Pupils are also introduced to a wide range

of genres and topics. Class teachers will prepare the Senior pupils for the
Paired reading with the Junior pupils.

The pupils in the Senior Class ask the younger child questions before, during
and after the reading experience e.g.

¢ Who wrote the book?/Who is the author of the book?
¢ Who is the illustrator?/Who drew the pictures?

¢ What do you think the story will be about?

¢ What do you see in the picture?

* What do you think will happen next?

e Who is your favourite character so far?

¢ How do you think the character feels when.....?

Through this talk and discussion, questioning and overall reading experience,
the pupils in both classes develop in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,

vocabulary and comprehension and thus, become more confident in their
reading ability.

Class Novels

Class novels will be used from 1*to 6" Classes. (Please see Appendix: Class
Novels)

When selecting a class novel, the following issues will be considered:

e Suitability for reading level/age of the pupils

s Suitability of content/subject; relevance to students, teachers and the
curriculum

¢ Teacher’s own interest in a particular novel
* Interests of a particular class
¢ Diversity and inclusion

Audio books may also be used.
Library
Each class has its own library which is updated annually.

Visits to the local library are also arranged by teachers.



The school holds a Book Fair each year.
Writing

Broad Objectives:

The aim of this plan is to provide a structured and sequential programme for
teachers to enable children to:

* Write clearly and fluently
¢ Use a wide range of vocabulary

e Use grammar and punctuation appropriately {cf Appendix:
Grammar/Punctuation Plan)

* Write in a variety of genres encompassing different styles, purposes,
audiences and level of formality

e Experience free writing, creative writing, digital writing and shared
writing as appropriate

¢ Experience opportunities to develop presentation, editing and
publishing skills

e Engage in collaborative writing experiences

¢ Develop a high standard of penmanship (cf Appendix: Penmanship
Plan})

¢ Write using a variety of tools e.g. markers, pens, pencils, laptops, etc.

Spellings

Regular class time will be timetabled for the teaching strategies. Just Phonics
is used in Junior and Senior Infants and First Class. Speliwell is used from
Second to Sixth Classes. Spellings are assessed weekly from First to Sixth
Classes via Friday tests and pupils’ written work in all subject areas.

The convention of spelling will be achieved progressively through a
multidimensional approach. This will include:

¢ Linking spelling with the development of phonological and phonemic
awareness

¢ Linking it with onset and rime



¢ Building a bank of commonly used words

¢ Having a print rich environment

¢ Compiling Word Walls and Personal Word Banks e.g. seasonal words,
numbers, class topics, novels, class-based reading material etc.

¢ Spell correctly a range of familiar, important and regularly occurring
words

¢ Using dictionaries and thesauruses

Using strategies such as:

e Look, say, cover, write, check

¢ Mnemonics

e Rhythm and rhyme

e Word searches

Syllabication

Common spelling strings and patterns

Using knowledge of grapheme-phoneme correspondences
Kinaesthetic activities

Becoming familiar with common spelling rules

Accepting approximate spelling in Creative Writing

Use of Dictionaries and Thesauruses

Dictionaries will be used from Second Class. Formal time will be devoted to
teaching the children how to use a dictionary correctly. For this purpose, a
child friendly dictionary will be selected for use in the school. Fifth and Sixth
Classes will aiso be encouraged to use a thesaurus. Copies of thesauruses will
be available for use by the pupils in their classrooms. Digital (online)
thesaurus and dictionary will also be used.

Curricular Planning

1. Language
The two fundamental principles of the English Language Curriculum are:

¢ Children fearn language through language (Curriculum pg. 3)

e Llanguage learning is an integrated process in which it is difficult to
separate the functions of oral language, reading and writing and may
also address a number of strands e.g. Competence and Confidence in



using language and Developing cognitive abilities through language
{Curriculum pg. 2)

2. Strands and Elements

Across the strands of oral language, reading and writing the elements

describe essential language learning. Each element has a set of Learning
Outcomes, which describe important language learning in terms of concepts,
dispositions and skills.

The elements of language learning across each of the strands are :
e Developing communicative relationships through language
¢ Understanding the content and structure of language
¢ Exploring and using language

dispositions and

dispositions and

ELEMENTS STRAND: STRAND: STRAND:
ORAL LANGUAGE | READING WRITING

Communicating | Learning Learning Learning
Qutcome label Outcome label Outcome label
(concepts, (concepts, (concepts,

dispositions and

skills)

Engagement,
listening and
attention
(intentionality,
verbal memory)
Social
conventions and
awareness of
others
(relevance, turn-
taking, extra-
and para-
linguistic skills)

skills)

Engagement
(intentionality)
Motivation and
choice{relevance)

skills)

Engagement
(intentionality)
Motivation and
choice
(relevance,
purpose,
audience)




Understanding

Sentence
structure and
grammar
(syntax,
morphology)
Acquisition and
use of oral
vocabulary
{semantics,
verbal memory,
articulation
skills)
Demonstration
of understanding
(semantics)

Conventions of
print (meaning
and
interpretation of
text/illustration)
Phonological and
phonemic
awareness
Phonics and
word recognition
(alphabetic
principle, word
identification
strategies)
Reading
vocabulary
(semantics)

Conventions of
print and
sentence
structure
(syntax)
Spelling
Vocabulary
(semantics)

Exploring and
Using Language

Requests and
Questions
Categorisation
Retelling and
elaborating
(narrative text
and response)
Playful and
creative use of
language
(aesthetic
dimension of
language)
Information
giving,
explanation and
justification
(expository text)

Purpose, genre
and voice
(awareness of
author’s
purpose)
Comprehension
(comprehension,
text
organisational
structure and fix-
up strategies
Fluency and seif-
correction
(accuracy,
fluency and
meaning)

Purpose, genre
and voice (sense
of voice,
aesthetic
dimension of
text)

Writing process
(using process,
structures and
language
register)
Response and
author’s intent
(author’s
purpose and
responding)
Handwriting
(legibility)




Description,
prediction and
reflection

3. Planning , teaching and assessing for learning

The Primary Language Curriculum helps teachers to support children’s
language learning and development through the process of planning,
teaching and assessing for learning in English. Various components of the
Primary Language Curriculum work together to support teachers’ planning,
teaching and assessment for language learning, for example- Learning
Outcomes, examples of children’s learning and development and Support
Material for teachers.

Together, the Learning Outcomes and the Progression Continua provide
important reference points for teachers to plan for, and make judgements
about children’s language learning. Three tracker children will be selected to
represent the three different levels in the classroom, enabling teachers to
decide on the next steps in teaching and learning to help children progress in
English. There will be termly assessments for all children in the class.



4, Assessment and Record Keeping

Teachers are encouraged to use a wide range of assessment methodologies
to encompass Assessment For Learning and Assessment Of Learning such as:

Teacher observations

Teacher designed tasks

Simple projects

Responses the child makes to question and answer situations

Child participation

Interaction and reaction of the child

Pupil-Teacher Conferencing especially during the writing process

e Self- Assessment e.g. two stars and a wish, correcting work using
checklists

¢ Peer Assessment e.g. SAM (Say something nice, Ask a question, Make a
suggestion)

¢ A sample of Recount Writing is taken from each pupil in the first,

second and third terms. These samples are kept in student profiles

* & & &

Standardised tests are administered in May of each year. Currently we use
the Drumcondra Reading Tests from 1% to 6™ Classes. Dolch lists and Jolly
Phonics assessments are used in Junior classes. The MIST test is administered
in February of each year in Senior Infants. Further screening, diagnostic and
cognitive testing is carried out if necessary by the SEN team.

5. Children with Additional Needs

It is the policy of our school that all children will participate in English lessons
and activities. The English programme will be differentiated in order to meet
the needs of all the children in the class. Every attempt will be made to
ensure that all children are accessing the English Curriculum at their own
level. Differentiation will be outlined in teachers’ plans and Ctintas Miosuil to
enable the teachers to plan for, and reflect on effective differentiation for
children with different needs in each subject area.



We promote an active learning environment, with children working in
groups, where the class teacher is responsible for learning in the classroom
and is assisted by the SEN team. Team teaching and station teaching blocks
are arranged throughout the year. SEN teachers use the School Support Plan
to support children with Literacy.

6. Equality of Participation and Access

Equal opportunities will be given to all children regardless of gender, ethnic
background and socio-economic status across all strands and activities.

Organisational Planning

Timetable

Time is allocated for English as laid out in the Curriculum. This is 4 hours per
week for Infants and 5 hours per week for all other classes.

The process of language learning is naturally developed through integrated
activities and through a thematic/cross curricular approach.

Resources and ICT

All classes have access to school laptops and i-pads.
As well as the core materials used in all classes the teachers have a range of
complementary and supplementary materials in their classroom.

We have a selection of graded readers in the school and have recently
purchased a set of Decodable readers for the Junior Classes.

We also have access to a selection of class novels { ¢f Appendix: Class
Novels))

Individual Teacher’s Planning and Reporting

The whole school plan and the curriculum documents for English will seek to
provide information and guidance to individual teachers for their long and
short term planning. Class teachers will be required to produce:

* Yearly/Termly plans



Fortnightly plans

The Cantas Miosuil will be used to measure the success of the English plan
and will inform the teacher’s preparation for the following month.

Staff Development

Staff will be consulted on a regular basis. Staff needs will be assessed and
details of courses and training days relevant to the English programme will
be sent to all staff via Aladdin and staff will be encouraged to attend. There is
a culture of sharing the expertise acquired at these courses.

Parental Involvement — Home School Links

The school recognises parents and guardians as the primary educators of
their children. They can be involved in many ways in supporting our English
Plan including:

Parents are aware of the central importance of oral language in the
learning process

Parents are made aware of the importance of involving children in
purposeful language activity. Parents could assist their child’s oral
language development by discussing the school day with their child,
taking an interest in what they are learning and talking with their child
on a nightly basis.

Parents can support their child’s reading, e.g. paired reading, shared
reading, story reading, reading environmental print, ICT programmes,
homework — hearing reading and talking about reading, involvement
with the local library, book fairs and book week.

The school can support parents in accessing suitable reading materials
by giving them information about the local library and by suggesting
suitable books for their chiid.

information will be shared with parents e.g. at Induction meetings,
discussion at parent/teacher meetings, the school’s newsletter,
school’s website and via Aladdin. Information on Shared Reading’ will
be sent home via Aladdin annually.



Community Links

The Board of Management, Parents Council and Staff are committed to
working together in such a way as to embrace the input of children, school
staff, parents/guardians, and members of the community and to enable the
highest level of participation and partnership.

School Self Evaluation

As part of our School Self Evaluation process the following areas were
prioritized for improvement and work on same is ongoing:

¢ Recreational Reading: DEAR time in all classes for at least 10 minutes
each day

¢ Listening Skills: Each teacher implements a programme of activities to
promote listening skills for their class

e Writing: Children from 1° to 6" Classes will be given opportunities to
write in the various genres over each school year.

¢ Children’s scores in Standardised tests should increase by 3 marks in
Standard Scores in Standardised Tests by May 2023

Success Criteria

The success of this school plan will be assessed based on the following
criteria:

¢ Teachers’ preparation has been based on this plan
Procedures in this plan have been consistently followed

¢ All children should have achieved the relevant learning outcomes
based on their unique needs.

Timeframe

This plan will be reviewed in January 2024



Ratification and Communication

On ratification of this plan by the staff and Board of Management this plan
will be communicated to all staff and parents/guardians via Aladdin and will
become part of the School Plan. It will also be posted on the school website
www.ourladysmeadow.org

This English Plan for Our Lady’s Meadow PS was ratified on azg/”5 /023

Signed: /Zﬂ'&(«&% AA it Date: 2£/03 /2023
Chairperson B.O.M.

Signed: %fm 7 Date: .,ZB’/N/QOQS.

Principal




